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th« objects of their e%re, by remov- 
ing whatever may be considered as a 
serious obstruction to the superinten- 
dent of education in discharge ot the 
very important trust reposed in him. 

J he emulation excited in the various 
charitable seminaries in tins city and 
its vicinity, which a>-e in the habit of 
sending their children to the annual 
catechetical examinations establish- 
ed by " the society for discounten- 
ancing v.ce and promoting the know- 
ledge and practice of the christian 
i ehgion," has been productive of the 
most happy consequences ; and it is 
to be lamented that any of our cha- 
ritable institutions should decline, to 
paiticipate in an advantage, the value 
of which has been" so decidedly as- 
certained by the experience of fifteen 
successive years. The answering at 
these examinations is, to every per- 
son anxious for the ditfusion of reli- 
gious' knowledge among the children 
of the poor, truly interesting ; the 
emulation, not only among the chil- 
dren, but among the masters, mis- 
tresses, and assistants, w ho feel them- 
selves deeply interested for the credit 
of their respective establishments, has 
produced a general progressive im- 
provement) and we trust, that so re- 
spectable an institution as the Hiber- 
nian School will not, by declining 
soch a trial, leave room for a suspicion 
of conscious inferiority. 
Council Chamber, Dublm Castle, } 

September 1UI. 1809. J (Stoned) 



W», Armagh, 
Gfo. Hall,, Provost, 
Jas. Verscboylb 
Bean of St. Patrick': 
William Disney 
Richd- L. Edgewokth 
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Tor the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

HAVING formerly offered some 
observations respecting the ma- 
nagement of bees, I shall now take the 
liberty of making some additional re- 
marks on that subject. 

The season is now come, when the 
proprietor of kbebees is to receive from 
his apiaryy part of the produce ot the 
spring and summer; and here, two sub- 
jects «f consideration present themselves 
to view. First, in what manner 
are the bees to be robbed of their 
wax and honey ? And second^ which 



the best time for doing sei s The usu- 
al mode adopted in this country, for 
accomplishing the first object, is to 
destroy the bees, by the fumes of 
burning sulphur. Besides the cruelty 
which there seems to be, in destroy- 
ing those industrious and generous in- 
sects, in order to reap the fruit of 
their labours, the impolicy of it argues 
strongly against the practice. Would 
it not be for the interest of the pro- 
prietor, to save bis bees, in order 
that his stock might increase from 
year to year? and with tins view, 
should he not endeavour to find out 
some, expedient for saving the bees, 
at the same time that be might possess 
himself of part of their store ? 

Mr. Wildman directs that after a 
swarm has been put into one of his 
straw skeps, (which ai e not made of a 
Conical shape, as is usual at present, 
but cylindrical, that one skep may just 
fit another, and may rest on it, when 
required) another of the same" size shall 
be put over it, that the bees may 
have sufficient room to work. If ne- 
cessary, a third may be added, that 
the bees may have every encourage- 
ment to collect an abundant stoek. 
Alter the working season is over, Mr. 
Wildman diiects that the wpper skep, 
which the bees will have filled with 
wax and honey, be taken away, they 
having retired into the skep below, 
wheie they resolve taking »p their 
residence for the Winter. They will 
thus be confined to a comparatively 
small space, whkh is most suitable for 
them, during the winter season. But 
care must be taken, to observe,- from 
time to time, in what state they are 
from toldf or from scarcity or pro- 
visions, ia the early part of spring, 
when the changing^ season calh forth 
their eneigies, and again invites them 
to the fields For they should be ra- 
ther plentifully supplied than other- 
wise, as they will thus be more for- 
ward in spring and ultimately yield a 
greater increase. 

A fitervd of mine proposes to adopt- 
a plan us some respects similar to the 
above. He has constructed a large 
case of deals sufficient to contain eight 
or ten hives. Ibis opens with folding 
doors from behind, and is raked to 
about a foot and a half from the 
ground. Having received a swarm in 
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a skep of the common construction, 
be places it in the wooden case above 
described, and forms a passage for the 
bees from the skep to without, by the 
front, not allowing them to pass in 
any other dnectjou. When the bees 
have pretty well hi led the skep with 
combs and honey, he takes a box, 
which is nearly square, and somewhat 
larger in the upper surface than the 
bottom ot the skep, and place* it un- 
der the skep. In the upper part of 
the box there is a squaie apeiture 
for the purpose offormn.g a commu- 
nication between the Skep aud 
box, which can be stopped at piea- 
sme, by means of a sliding bar. 
having received this increase of space, 
the colony will double their diligence 
in increasing their magazine ot pro- 
vision, and if the season prove fa- 
vourable, will soon have (he straw 
skep completely stowed with wax and 
honey. It thought adviseable, tile slid- 
ing bar may then be pusned in, and 
the skep removed. It is to be pre- 
sumed that the bees will now be 
who'ly or principally in the box. If 
it be apprehended that some are still 
above, these may be destroyed in the 
ordinary way by the fumes of sulphur. 
It may not however be adviseableto 
take any part of their stock the 
flrst year, since in this climate, it 
rarely happens, that even a strong hive 
can fill a moderately sized skep in 
one season. At the end of the se- 
cond season, the bees will have col. 
iected a (aiger store, and/ tnere will 
then be less danger of being put to 
the necessity of destroying, as above, 
any members of the colony, and less 
trouble hi saving them uuring the 
winter. 

By the above mode, my friend pro- 
poses to prevent the bees from swarm- 
ing, whiih occasions an increase of 
trouble and expense, to reap a greater 
produce from them, and to save the 
lives of these interesting, and useful 
insects. How tar be may succeed, I 
cannot at present say, as the plan has 
not yet been fully tried. 1 may here- 
after communicate the result of his 
experiments on these subjects. 

I shall conclude this paper by re- 
marking, that I apprehend proprietors 
are in general too late in putting down 
their bees. £ven so early as this day 



(11th September) I observe, that th 
bees especially ot the strong hive:, ac 
scarcely stiinng, though the sun be 
shining, and the weather moderately 
warm. '1 hey must of course have al- 
ready begun to consume their stock, 
and, at any rate, it cannot be expect- 
ed that they will now make any ad- 
dition to it. 1 see a tew bees woik- 
ing on a bed of mignonette, but the 
quantity of honey now collected must 
be so small, that 1 conceive those wii(* 
have bees should immediately take 
those hives which they intend lor use. 
In lliosg years in which the latter 
part of the season is uncommonly fa- 
vouiable, it may be proper to let the 
hives lemain till atter the beginning 
ot October ; but I believe, in general, 
hives should be put down towards th« 
middle ot September. A. Z. 

P. S. I would gladly learn from 
some of your correspondents, what the 
nature of that substance is which 
wasps collect m their combs, and 
whether or not it could be applied tQ 
any use? 

To the Editop °J '^* Belfast Magazine. 

STR, 

HAYING in vain, sought for some 
account of the discovery of po- 
taioe oats, from those of my friends 
who were to be supposed best acquaint- 
ed with the subject, 1 take the liberty, 
through your magazine, to inquire of 
some of)oui infoimed coriespdndeilts, 
whence this valuable species of oats 
has been dei ived, and irofjl' What cir- 
cumstance it is that it obtain* its' 
name? It is natural tor agriculturists 
to wish to know some particular of 
this excellent species of grain. A. Z. 

For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

SKETCH OF A RAMBLE, 

Taken September, 1809. 

EARLY on a beautiful morning 
of last September, I set out fiom 
Carnckiergus to visit an acquaintance 
in the eastern part ot Island Magee. 
The morning possessed all the charms 
of the season ; the sun had nearly 
made his appearance, and his bright 
slantingrays reflected from the unruffled 
surface et the bay a dazzling light, 



